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Our Mission

The Association for Environmental and Outdoor Education supports and inspires educators in their quest for the knowledge, skills, and attitudes essential to help all learners understand, appreciate and care for their environment. As an integral part of achieving our mission, we encourage direct experience outdoors.
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Traci will be adding her page once she has returned from Ireland and gotten settled a bit. 
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Financial Summary
AEOE Finances for Fiscal Year 2009
Revenue

Conferences

Fall Conferences $ 5,815
Spring Conference $ 40,389

Special Events $ 520

Membership

Institutional $ 4,095 
Life $ 1,150

Reg/Support $ 5,405

Student $ 1,005

Merchandise $ 1,231

Misc. Job Posting $ 120

Daisy Fund $ 2,311

Total Rev $ 62,041
Expenses

Conferences

Fall Conferences $ 8,206

Spring Conference $ 34,014

Special Events $ 560

Merchandise $ 1,985

Newsletter $ 5,111

Website $ 3,533

Administration $ 2,598

Publicity $ 938

Insurance $ 594

Sales Tax $ 109

Total Exp $ 57,648
Net $ 4,393
Membership Summary

Membership numbers as of March 21, 2010

	Membership Type
	Quantity

	Individual Members
	488

	Contributing Members
	12

	Life Members
	65

	Institutional Members
	74


Conference Summary
Fall Southern Conference 

Took place at Blue Sky Meadows Outdoor School in Big Bear, Ca on October 16-18, 2009.  Initially this conference was going to take place at the Bandido Group Camp group in the San Gabriel Mountains.  But due to the Station Fire that became no longer possible.  The folks at Blue Sky Meadow embraced our organization and made it very easy and affordable for us to have our conference at their site.  We ended up having about 75 people attending with a great array of workshops.  We included meals and had both camping and dorms available.  The weather was sunny and cool.  The feedback was very positive.  

Fall Northern Conference
Took place at Walden West Outdoor School in Saratoga, CA on November 6-8th, 2009.  
The cost included four vegetarian meals.
Spring State Conference

Took place at Walker Creek Ranch, an outdoor school located about 14 miles South West of Petaluma, Ca.
2009 Awardees

Southern Environmental Educator of the Year 2009

RT Hawke 
“RT has been the primary staff in-service provider on environmental science topics for 22 years (16 at the Wrightwood site and 7 years at Blue Sky Meadow site.) He has urged countless co-workers to understand and practice “place-based” education. As preserve manager at Blue Sky Meadow he created excellent outdoor teaching spaces. He has always advocated strongly for fun, factual, quality teaching. He has been an amazing, positive example of a devoted educator!” 
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RT Hawke at the Southern Fall Conference at Blue Sky Meadow, Big Bear, CA
Northern Environmental Educator of the Year 2009

Jymn “Scooby” Meier 

“I met Jymn when he was working at Santa Cruz County Outdoor School around 1993. I had the great fortune of working with Jymn as one of my cabin leaders, and from the beginning, he has always been extraordinary. From the care he takes with children to his knowledge of outdoor schools and what they do and ought to do, to his silly Scooby stories, his Quest, and his one-of-a-kind bunny foo-foo skit, Jymn is a person who touches lives and creates positive change.”
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Heather Butler, Randy Widera, Jymn "Scooby" Meier, and Anita Parsons at the Northern Fall Conference '09 at the Walden West Center in Saratoga, CA
Howard Bell Award 2009 
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Pete Devine at the AEOE Spring Statewide Conference '09 at Walker Creek Ranch in Petaluma, CA
Pete Devine
The AEOE Board is pleased to recognize Pete Devine for his many years of work in outdoor and environmental education.  Before getting to California he was an outdoor educator on Cape Cod and in the Andes of Chile, a naturalist in the Rockies, a ranger in 3 national parks, a whitewater guide on the Colorado River, and an archeologist in New Zealand.

Pete is now the Education Director at the Yosemite Association, the park’s main non-profit partner.  He oversees their award-winning field seminar program and teaches some of their natural history courses himself.  For 20 years before this, Pete worked for another non-profit, the Yosemite Institute.  For most of his time there he ran YI’s education program, doing everything from hiring faculty to shoveling snow.

While Pete did a lot for YI and still does a lot for Yosemite, he also contributed to AEOE by serving as Northern and State Chair, conference coordinator, and as Northern Council Secretary for ten years.  He helped get AEOE’s efforts toward cultural diversity organized by creating the Inclusivity Committee.  He presented numerous workshops on stars, birds, glaciers, John Muir, and especially on the importance of teaching evolution to our students at conferences.  Pete claims that anything good he’s done has been because of other people.

Trips and Outings Summary
Northern Trips and Outings

February 2009: 1st Annual Ano Nuevo trip.  20 members registered, 18 members came.  This trip was lead as a donation by Mike Merritt a docent at the time, who was also an AEOE member and the State Park.  Everyone had a great time, the bulls were very active and the weather was decent for observing seals, not too cold, not too wet.

February 2010: 2nd Annual Ano Nuevo Trip.  20 members registered, 18 people came.  This trip was fully paid for by members.  We had to take the regular route for paying as the State parks budget woes did not allow them to do it for free this time.  The pelicans as well as weather and seals were a highlight.  Ryan scored on some pictures for the website.  

Both times there has been much enthusiasm and positive feedback on this trip.

March 2010: We had our first ever Pinnacles National Monument campout.  8 People registered, several other people said they would go by word of mouth, 4 people showed.    The feedback from those that went said that it is a must and the trip was amazing.  

Southern Trips and Outings
February 2009: Colorado River Canoe Trip.  This was the __ annual trip down the Black Canyon section of the Colorado River. There were __ participants.  We camped out Friday night at Lake Mead, then put in just below the Hoover Dam and headed down the river Saturday morning where we enjoyed steamy sauna caves, hot springs rock scrambling and paddling.  After camping out on Saturday night, Sunday is the final 8 mile paddle to the pick up spot. 
